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Focus Questions #16
1. What does the world learn after the Russo-Japanese 

war? 
2. Why is World War I the last straw for Russians? 
3. What two message does Lenin promote that gain him 

support? 
4. What part of the agreement with Germany did Russians 

grow upset with Lenin? 
5. What is one economic change and one political change 

Lenin intorduces to Russia?  



Russo-Japanese War 
● Russo-Japanese War breaks out in 1904 Causes:

Japan expanding west in to Manchuria and Korea, 
Russia expanding east into Asia looking for warm 
water ports. Outcome:Russia was defeated, the war 
ended in 1905. 

● The world learns that Russia is far weaker than 
anyone in Europe thought.

● Russia’s defeat led to political instability at home



The Provisional Government

● The Provisional Government made Russia the freest 
country in the world on paper, with equality before the 
law, freedom of religion, and the right to strike. 

● The Provisional Government shared power with the 
Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies. 

● Following the failure of Russia’s summer 1917 
offensive, and the decision to stay in WWI, the army 
began to dissolve .



World War I The Last Straw
● The War revealed the ineptitude and arrogance of the country’s aristocratic 

elite.  Corrupt military leadership had contempt for the ordinary Russian 
soldier.  Average peasants had very little invested in the War.

● Russia was not prepared for an industrial war: it’s soldiers were ill-trained 
and poorly equipped, officers ineffective.  The result were defeats on the 
battlefield, mass desertions, and 2 million casualties by 1915.  The 
inevitable result: chaos and the disintegration of the Russian Army.



 Lenin Returns to Russia
● Lenin has previously gone into exile and was unable to return to Russia. Once the provisional 

government had taken over Germany was sure that Russia would leave the war, but they didn’t. 

● The Germans thought if Lenin returned to Russia he would gather his Bolshevik supporters and 

stir up the revolutionaries in Russia, as well as hurt the Russian war effort. 

● The Germans kindly arranged for Lenin to be transported back to Russia on a secure train. He 

arrived in Petrograd in April 1917 and immediately got to work.

● Once Lenin returned to Russia he began gathering the Bolshevik party together and gaining 

supporters. The Bolshevik party had two messages, “Peace, Land, and Bread,” and “All power to 

the Soviets!” 

● Those messages were very appealing to a large number of people. Lenin saw that the 

provisional government was weak, and saw his opportunity to take action.



Lenin Returns to Russia

● In November 1917 with no warning a group of Bolshevik 
Red Guards (armed factory workers) stormed the 
Winter Palace. They took over the government offices 
and arrested leaders of the provisional government. 

● Kerensky and his colleagues disappeared, and the 
Bolshevik Revolution had taken place quickly and 
painlessly.



Bolsheviks Have Power 

● Once the Bolshevik party took over the government Lenin had to actually 
follow through on what he had promised the people, which meant 
redistributing the land. 

● He ordered that all farmland be divided up amongst peasants and that 
workers take control of the factories. 

● He signed a truce with the Germans (Treaty of Brest-Litovsk) in March 
1918. The treaty got them out of the war, but it also meant a large loss of 
land. 

● This made many Russians angry and they disliked the Bolsheviks and their 
policies.



 Russian Civil War 

● After the negotiation of the Treaty of Brest – Litovsk many 
Russians were angry, and there were still some who supported 
the autocracy. 

● The Bolsheviks Red Army took on their opponents the White 
Army from 1918 – 1920. 

● Several western nations (including the US) sent aid to the White 
Army. Many people were killed in the actual civil war, and 
approximately 15 million people died as a result of 
starvation/famine and the worldwide flu epidemic. 

● Finally the Red Army was able to triumph and there was no 
longer any open opposition to the Bolshevik rule.



Economic Policy 

● After the war the economy was a disaster. Trade was essentially at a 
standstill and many skilled workers had left the country. 

● In March 1921 Lenin began the New Economic Policy (NEP). Under 
NEP he essentially made a small scale version of capitalism to revive 
the economy. 

● He allowed peasants to sell excess crops for profit instead of turning 
them over to the government. 

● Individuals were allowed to buy and sell goods for profit. The 
government maintained control of major in industries like banks, and 
means of communication. He allowed some factories to remain open 
under private ownership and hoped to encourage foreign investors.



Political Reforms

● One of the issues Russia struggled with for a long time was the many 
different nationalities within the country. Lenin organized Russia into many 
different self – governing republics under one central government. 

● In 1922 the country was named the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR) based off the councils that helped launch the Bolshevik 
Revolution. 

● Moscow became the capital of USSR and they announced their type of 
government to be communism, based off of Karl Marx’s ideas. 

● In 1924 they created a constitution but ultimately the Communist Party held 
all of the power. 

● The country got back on track and by 1928 they were producing at levels 
they had before World War I. Lenin did not live to see this. He died in 1924, 
leaving a fight for leadership of the party.


