AP Human Geography – Mr. Aparicio 
Rancho Mirage High School 

aaparicio@psusd.us
760-202-6455
AP Human Geography
The curriculum for this two-semester course consists of topics drawn from seven interrelated units of study outlined in the AP Human Geography Course Description booklet published by the College Board.  The purpose of the course is to utilize geographic processes to systematically study and understand the following concepts:

1. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives

2. Population

3. Cultural Patterns and Processes

4. Political Organization of Space

5. Agriculture and Rural Land Use

6. Industrialization and Economic Development

7. Cities and Urban Land Use

Description

This class introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and organization of the earth. Students will employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human organization of space. This AP Human Geography class teaches spatial relationships at different scales ranging from local to global.  
 This class is designed to meet AP standards and requirements (these can be found on the AP College Board website).  The class will prepare students to take the AP Human Geography test in the spring.  STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PREPARE FOR AND TO TAKE THE AP TEST.

*I will be available for students after school and during lunch as needed. 
AP Human Geography Expectations
1. Students will come to class prepared and ready for engagement.

2. Students will complete independent work outside of class and know that the pace of learning will be faster than those of honors or regular track classes. 

3. Students understand a high level of independent study is required on their part.

4. Students will meet deadlines for assignments.

5. Students will seek extra help when needed.

6. Students will prepare diligently for the AP exam.

7. Students will be assessed frequently with AP release test items and timed tests.

8. Students will approach coursework with open minds and positive attitude.

9. Students will need 30 minutes to 1 hour outside of class everyday if they spread out the work appropriately.

10. Students will need to read around 20 - 40 pages of text per week. You need to read carefully and thoughtfully and take notes as you read. 

11. Students will have quizzes over each section and exams for each chapter/unit of study.  Exams are a combination of a multiple choice and essay questions.

12. Students will read numerous primary sources and supplemental readings throughout the course.

GRADING SCALE:

90 - 100 = A            
70 - 74 = C

   85 - 89 = B+           
   65 - 69 = D+

80 - 84 = B              
60 - 64 = D

75 - 79 = C+           
00 - 59 = F

MAKE-UP WORK

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ask about and make-up all missed assignments, quizzes, and tests. Failure to complete make-up work will result in a failing grade.  There are exceptional circumstances under which allowances may be made.  They will be dealt with on an individual basis.   Please check with Mr. Aparicio when you return to class after each absence. Also, check the class website for any work you might have missed.

LATE WORK

Assignments that are late will be given 60% of points one day after due date. No assignments will be accepted after one day of being submitted late. Again exceptional circumstances may allow for additional time, but they must be brought to my attention as soon as possible.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Your attendance is important and expected.  Truancies in this class will be handled in accordance with LHS policy.

TARDIES

Students are expected to be on time to all classes.  Students who arrive late to class will be expected to have a tardy pass, a late pass, or a pass from a teacher or administrator.   Without a pass, we will follow the school’s tardy policy.

Classroom Procedures = EXCELLENCE

Excellence to each other…

In our classroom, we RESPECT: 
· others’ opinions.
· others when they are talking 
· others’ personal boundaries.  
· others’ property.
Excellence in our work…

In our classroom, we are RESPONSIBLE.  We:

· are on time.

· have class materials and IDs (clearly displayed) with us at all times.

· stay on task.

· complete readings prior to classroom discussion and activities.

· participate in classroom activities.

· prepare for and take all quizzes and exams.

Other Information
· The AP Exam will occur towards the end of May.

· This is a timed exam, it is a combination of multiple choice and essay questions.

· The exam will cover the entire textbook (2 semesters of study).

· College credit is possible if a high enough score is achieved on the exam.

· There will be a significant review period prior to the national exam, this will involve independent study, starting two months prior to the national exam.

· There are lots of resources available for our AP Human Geography course to help you review and better understand the material being covered.

Name:_______________________________________(Please Print Name Clearly)

Period:___________________

Student Verification and Comments

I have read and understand the course syllabus. I will work toward accomplishing Mr. Aparicio’s objectives. 

___________________________________                                        ____________________

(Student Signature) 






 (Date) 

Parent/Guardian Verification and Comments 

I have reviewed the course syllabus with my son/daughter. 

___________________________________                                        ____________________

(Parent Signature) 






 (Date) 

Use this section for any additional comments or questions, please leave a phone number or email address and I will get back to you. Thanks you. 

