Name: _________________________________________________ Date: __________ Period: ______

Unit: Creating a Nation; The Constitution; Chapter 1 Section 3: Reading Study Guide

Language Objectives: Students will answer each question in complete sentences using the academic language. 

The Constitution, 124-131

Copy the Main Idea

1. Define a “republic.” 125/2/2

2. Other than separating power among three branches and setting up two-house (bicameral) legislatures, what did the constitutions written by the state governments also include? 125/2/3

3. What practical effect did it have when Virginia declared that it no longer had an “official” church? 125/2/5

4. What two groups continued to be denied political rights? 125/2/7

5. The Articles of Confederation created a weak central government with limited powers; why did the states favor this system? 126/2/3 

6. Why did the economy sink into a severe recession due to the weaknesses under the Articles of Confederation? 126/2/4

7. What was the effect when events such as Shay’s Rebellion made the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation more clear? 126/2/4

A New Constitution 

Copy the Main Idea
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8. What two things did all the fifty five white men who attended the Constitution Convention want the new national government to be able to do? 127/1/2

9. Concerning how representatives in the new national legislature should be apportioned among the states, how did each side in the debate propose to solve the problem? 127/1/2 

a. Small states:

b. Larger states:

10. Under Great Compromise.......127/2/2

a. What would determine the number of representatives a state wold get in the House of Representatives?

b. How would Senators be appointed among the states? 

11. According to the racism underlying the 3/5 Compromise, how many African slaves would it take to equal three white people, for the purpose of determining representation in the new House of Representatives? 127/2/3

12. What’s the two-word term which means “rule by the people?” 128/1/2

13. As opposed to a “direct democracy,” how does government function in a “representative” system of government? 128/1/2

14. How is power divided under “federalism?” 128/1/3
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15. The Framers of the Constitution set up three branches of government with a separation of powers. What is the role of each branch regarding laws? 128/1/4

a. Legislative Branch:

b. Executive Branch:

c. Judicial Branch:

16. Define “checks and balances.” 128/2/1

17. What’s the main check the President has over Congress, and how can Congress respond if the President tries to “check” them? 128/2/2

18. What two presidential powers can the Senate “check” through their power to approve or reject them? 128/2/2

19. What’s the role of the House and the Senate in the impeachment process? 128/2/2

a. House 

b. Senate 

20. How do the President and the Senate have a “check” over the judges who preside over federal courts including the Supreme Court Justices? 128/2/3

a. President 

b. Senate
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21. What keeps the federal judiciary independent from political pressure? 128/2/3

22. What has to happen in Congress and the state legislatures to approve an amendment to the Constitution? 129/1/1

a. Both Houses of Congress 

b. State Legislatures

The Fight for Ratification 

Copy the Main Idea 

23. What did the new Constitution require to go into effect? 129/1/2 

24. Why were supporters of the new Constitution called Federalist? 192/2/2

25. What did the Antifederalists believe the new Constitution needed, largely because they feared the power of a strong central government? 129/2/4

26. What is the name for the collection of essays in favor of the new Constitution, which were written by Hamilton, Madison and John Jay? 130/1/1 

27. In order to get support for the Constitution, what did the Federalists promise to do in response to criticisms by Antifederalists like Sam Adams and supporters who believed that the new Constitution endangered independence? 130/2/1 to 131/1/Top

28. Did Virginia and New York ratify the Constitution by large margins or by very close votes? 131/1/2-3
