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Unit: Growth and Conflict; Growing Division and Reform, 182-189; Chapter 2 Section 2: Reading Study Guide
Language Objectives: Students will answer each question in complete sentences using the academic language.

Growing Division and Reform, 182-189 

The Resurgence of Sectionalism 

Copy the Main Idea

1. What did the South fear would happen if slavery was not allowed to expand into the new western territories acquired by the Louisiana Purchase, and instead new free states were carved out of the region? 183/2/Top 

2. To maintain a balance between free states and salve states in the Senate (where each state is guaranteed two Senators, no matter the size of its population), which new state was added as a slave state, and which was added as a free state? 183/2/1

Slave state: 

Free state: 

3. Why did the southern states agree to the part of the Missouri Compromise which banned the expansion of slavery into territories north of Missouri’s southern border, the 36/30 line of latitude? 183/2/1

4. Use the map of the Missouri Compromise on page 184. In 1820, what nation controlled the vast territory southwest of the unorganized territory of the Louisiana Purchase?  

5. What modern political party did the outraged supporters of Andrew Jackson start after they felt Jackson was unfairly denied the presidency in 1824 by what they called a “corrupt bargain” between Jackson’s personal rival, Henry Clay, and John Quincy Adams, who became president? 184/1/Top

6. Why did hundreds of thousands of white males who had not been able to vote gain that right (states by state) in the first decades of the 1800s? 184/1/1

7. Which candidate won the 1828 election, in which lots of these newly “enfranchised” voters supported him because he campaigned as a candidate who would represent the interests of the “common man?” 
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8. To reflect his belief that ordinary citizens should replace the permanent office-holding class, President Jackson started appointing his supporters to federal government jobs based on party loyalty. What’s this practice called? 184/2/2

9. Why did a tariff (a tax on imported goods enacted so that Americans would be encouraged to buy goods made in America) hurt states like South Carolina, which mainly grew cotton and had to buy all their manufactured products? 185/1/Top 

10. Why did Jackson’s Vice President, John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, support the concept of “nullification,” arguing that individual states had the right to “nullify” laws passed by the Congress, such as the so-called “Tariff of Abominations,” which raised taxes on imports that South Carolina needed? 185/1/1

11. What did many South Carolinians call for, which means they were threatening to withdraw from the union? 185/1/3 

12. After President Jackson sent a warship to Charleston, South Carolina, to collect the tariff by force if necessary, war seemed to be a possibility. What did Jackson’s old rival, Henry Clay, get Congress to do which defused the nullification crisis? 185/1/3

13. What did Chief Justice of the Supreme Court John Marshall support in his rulings in the cases of Cherokee Nation vs. Georgia (1831)  and Worcester vs. Georgian (1832)? 185/2/2

14. Even though the Constitution and Jackson’s oath of office as president required him to enforce federal court orders, what did he say about what he intended to do? 185/2/2

15. How did more than 4,000 Cherokee men, women, and children die after the U.S Army was sent to forcibly remove them in the middle of winter on a 900 mile forced march from Georgia to Oklahoma which became known as the Trail of Tears? 185/2/4  
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16. Use the graph on page 186.

a. Which was the first political party to die out?

b. Which modern political party got its start in the late 1820’s? 

c. Which modern political party began around 1858, in response to the crisis leading up to the Civil War? 

The Reform Spirit 

Copy the Main Idea

17. What happened at the “camp meetings” held by Second Great Awakening ministers such as Charles Finney? 187/1/1

18. Which new religious group (which based their religion on the spiritual visions claimed by their founder, Joseph Smith) was the target of harassment and even massacres because of their religious practices (including polygamy) until they finally fled to Utah and established their own unique communities? 187/1/2

19. What did the revivalists of the Second Great Awakening preach, and who should be responsible for building a better society? 187/1/3

20. Why were many young unmarried women with uncertain futures attracted to the “benevolent societies” associated with the Second Great Awakening, which began to confront a number of social problems? 187/1/4

 21. What kinds of problems did the women who formed the core of the temperance movement blame on the excessive use of alcohol? 187/2/1
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22. What was the goal of the new penitentiaries some reformers (such as Dorothea Dix) supported to replace the overcrowded prisons of the day? 187/2/4 to 188/1/Top 

23. What did supporters of state funded public schools (such as Horace Mann) hope students would become? 188/1/Top 

24. The dominant view of women’s roles during this time (the early 1800’s) was reflected in the ideas of a philosophy called the Cult of Domesticity, or the Cult of True Womanhood. In this view, why was the role of a women in raising children so highly valued? 188/1/2

25. At the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, which marked the beginning of an organized women’s movement, what “shocking” proposal did leaders like Lucretian Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton make? 188/1/5

26. Name the man and his newspaper that became the leading voice of the abolition movement beginning in the 1830’s. 188/2/3  

27. Name the two former slaves who wrote and spoke eloquently about their experiences to audiences all over the country and even in Europe, to build support for the abolitionist cause. 188/2/5

28. Most Northerners did not favor abolition of slavery because they feared the social and economic changes which might result. Explain their fears. 189/1/Top

a. What might abolition produce? 

    b. What would happen if abolition produced a great influx of freed slaves to the North?

    c. What two things would happen if the South’s economy crumbled because the slaves were freed? 

29. What did Southerners mean when they called slavery their “peculiar institution?” 189/1/2

30. What did Southerners like Thomas Dew try to promote in order to convince people that slavery should not be abolished? 189/1/2

31. Describe two things Southerners did in response to a slave uprising led by Nat Turner, in which more than 50 white Virginians were killed. 189/1/2 
