
Chapter 2 Section 3 

Manifest Destiny and Crisis FQ’s#2-3 

 Describe Manifest 
Destiny and the 
opportunities it provided 
Americans with. 

 Explain why Texas 
decides to join the 
Union. 

 Explain why Mexico and 
the U.S go to war.  

 Describe the outcome of 
the war. 

 



Manifest Destiny  

 
 Was the idea that the 

nation was meant to 

spread to the Pacific. 

 Reasons; 

 Farm fertile soil. 

 Fur trade. 

 Trade with foreign 

nations. 

 Adventure. 

 

 



Conflicts 

 Plain Indians come to 
resent the overland 
traffic and the land 
routes. (Oregon Trail, 
Santa Fe) 

 Mexico begins to 
distrust Americans 
coming into their 
territory. 

 Mexico closes borders 
to immigrants. 

 

 



Texas Joins the Union 

 Americans in Mexican 
territories refuse to accept 
Mexico’s conditions. 

 Mexico disregards the 
governments in these 
territories. 

 Negotiations between 
Stephen Austin and Sam 
Houston fail. 

 Texas leaves Mexico, and 
joins the U.S.  

 

 



The Move  

Towards War 
 Tension between the U.S 

and Mexico increase when 
Texas votes for annexation 
into the Union. 

 U.S and Mexico disagree 
with border. (Rio Grande or 
Nueces River) 

 U.S goes to Mexico to 
purchase California. 

 Mexico refuses and 
President Taylor sends 
troops across the Nueces 
River. 

 

 



Outcome Of The  

Mexican American war  

 The Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo ends the war. 

 Mexico gives up 500,000 

miles of land. 

 Mexico is paid $15 million 

dollars. 

 U.S takes over 3.25 million 

dollars of debt owed by 

Mexico to U.S Citizens. 

 The new territories added 

fuel to the debate over free 

and slave states. 

 



Focus Questions 2-3 

 Describe Manifest Destiny and the opportunities it provided 
Americans with. 

Answer: Was the idea that the nation was meant to spread to the Pacific. 
Reasons; Farm fertile soil. Fur trade. Trade with foreign nations. 
Adventure. 

 Explain why Texas decides to join the Union. 

Answer: Americans in Mexican territories refuse to accept Mexico’s 
conditions. Mexico disregards the governments in these territories. 
Negotiations between Stephen Austin and Sam Houston fail.  

 Explain why Mexico and the U.S go to war.  

Answer: U.S and Mexico disagree with border. (Rio Grande or Nueces 
River) U.S goes to Mexico to purchase California. Mexico refuses and 
President Taylor sends troops across the Nueces River. 

 Describe the outcome of the war. 

Answer: Mexico gives up 500,000 miles of land. Mexico is paid $15 million 
dollars. U.S takes over 3.25 million dollars of debt owed by Mexico to 
U.S Citizens. The new territories added fuel to the debate over free and 
slave states. 

 

 



Focus Questions 2-3-2 

 Describe the impact of the Mexican American 

war on the U.S government. 

 Describe the goal of the fugitive slave act.  

 Describe the key victories for both the north 

and south through the Compromise of 1850.  

 Describe Crittenden’s Compromise and the 

reason it fails.  

 

 



Impact of the  

Mexican American War 
 Intensified the debate over 

slavery. 

 Wilmot Proviso; established the 
idea that neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude shall ever 
exist. 

 Popular Sovereignty; suggested 
that citizens of each new territory 
should be allowed to decide for 
themselves if they wanted to 
permit slavery. 

 Gold is discovered in California, 
fear of another free state 
increased the discussion of 
secession in the south. 

 



Fugitive Slave Act 

 Goal; Stronger government 

enforcement to catch 

slaves. 

 Result; Slaveholder or slave 

catcher had only to point 

out alleged runaways to 

have them taken to custody. 

 They could not testify on 

their own behalf. 

 Federal Marshals assisted 

slave catchers. 

 

 



The Compromise of 1850 

 Legislative Items 

1. California admitted to the 
Union as a free state. 

2. Popular sovereignty to 
determine slavery issue in 
Utah and New Mexico 
territories. 

3. Texas border dispute with N. 
Mexico is resolved. 

4. Slave trade, but not slavery 
itself is abolished in the 
District of Columbia. 

5. Stronger federal enforcement 
of new Fugitive Slave Act 

 

 Victory for?  

1. Clear victory for the North. 

 

2. Moderate victory for both 
sides. 

 

3. Moderate victory for the 
south. 

 

4. Moderate victory for the 
north. 

 

5. Clear victory for the south. 



The Compromise of 1850 

 



More Challenges  

for the South 

 Lincoln is elected President. 

He believed that slavery to 

was morally wrong. 

 He also opposed the idea of 

slavery expanding to the 

new territories. 

 Dred Scott v. Sandford; 

Scott a slave sues for his 

freedom.  

 John Browns Raid; 

abolitionist who opposed 

slavery through violence. 

 



Crittenden’s Compromise 

 On February 1, 1861 

six states voted to 

secede from the 

Union.  

 Senator from 

Kentucky, John J 

Crittenden proposes 

a series of 

amendments.  

 

 Guaranteed slavery 

where it already existed. 

 It would reinstate the 

Missouri Compromise 

and extend it all the way 

to California. 

 Slavery outlawed in the 

north and allowed in the 

south. 

 



Crittenden’s Compromise 

 



Compromise Fails  

 Lincoln request that 

Republicans vote against 

the Amendments, defeating 

the compromise.  

 Southern states respond by 

leaving the Union officially 

and establishing their own 

country. 

 Confederate States of 

America is established and 

Jefferson Davis becomes 

President.  

 

 



Focus Questions 2-3-2 

 Describe the impact of the Mexican American 

war on the U.S government. 

 Describe the goal of the fugitive slave act.  

 Describe the key victories for both the north 

and south through the Compromise of 1850.  

 Describe Crittenden’s Compromise and the 

reason it fails.  


