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Unit: Becoming A World Power, 1872-1916 Chapter 4 Section 1 Reading Study Guide


Language Objectives: Students will answer each question in complete sentences using the academic language. 

The Imperialist Vision, 294-299

Building Support for Imperialism 

Copy the Main Idea

1. What two factors led to a shift in public opinion in America during the late 1800’s which caused many Americans to begin favoring expanding American power overseas? 295/2/1

2. Define “imperialism.” 295/2/2

3. What had resulted by the late 1800’s because of the high tariffs on imports from foreign countries, which the industrialized nations had enacted to protect their own industries? 295/2/3

4. Because of this, what were companies forced to do? 295/2/3

5. Under a “protectorate”… 295/2/4

a. What did the imperial power do for local rulers?

b. What did local rulers do for the imperial power?

6. What did Americans conclude that the nation had to do in order to keep its economy strong, if European imperial powers continued to try to control world trade by gaining colonies and protectorates? 295/2/5

7. What did supporters of Social Darwinism argue that was used to justify expanding the power of the US overseas? 296/1/1

8. What did historians like John Fiske argue, which became known as “Anglo-Saxonism?” 296/1/2

9. In the late 1800’s, how did many Americans expand on the Philosophy of Manifest Destiny, which had been used to justify territorial expansion in the 1840’s? 296/1/4

10. What ideas did Josiah Strong link to Anglo-Saxonism, and how did his philosophy affect many Americans? 296/2/Top

Expansion in the Pacific

Copy the Main Idea

11. When Commodore Matthew Perry sailed four American warships into Tokyo Bay in 1853, what impressed (or intimidated) the Japanese so much that they agreed to open their ports to American trade? 296/2/4

12. Realizing that they would be dominated by western powers like the US if they did not modernize, what had the Japanese accomplished by 1890 which would transform the Asian island nation into a rival of the Europeans and Americans? 297/1/1

13. Describe three groups of Americans who had begun to dominate Hawaii from 1820 to the mid-1800’s. 297/1/1,3

14. What did the US demand and receive from Hawaii in exchange for a treaty that exempted Hawaiian sugar from US tariffs? 297/1/3

15. How did native Hawaiians feel about a new constitution in 1877 that limited their king’s authority and gave more power to American planters? 297/1/4

16. How would a new constitution proposed by Queen Liluckalani in 1893 have changed the power balance in Hawaii. 297/2/1

17.How did a group of US sugar planters (backed up by the US Marines) gain power in Hawaii, and what requested did they make of the US Government? 297/2/2

18. Why did Pres. Cleveland reject the annexation treaty? When did Hawaii finally get annexed as a territory of the US? 297/2/2

Relations With Latin America

Copy the Main Idea

19. Under James G. Blaine’s concept of “Pan-Americanism,” what would a “customs union” among all the nations of Latin America and the US require, and what did Blaine hope would happen? 298/2/1
20. Although the Latin American nations did not accept Blain’s approach, what modern international organization has its roots in the 1889 Pan-American conference? 298/2/2

Building a modern Navy

Copy the Main Idea

21. What was the basic argument set forth by those American leaders who supported building a large modern navy? 299/1/2

22. In his book, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783, what did Captain Alfred T. Mahan say about…


a. Why the nation needed a large navy: and, 299/1/3


b. What did the country need operate a navy far from home? 299/2/1

23. Name two powerful senators who supported overseas expansion and the building of a new modern navy. 299/2/2

24. Describe how each of these factors created conditions which encouraged Congress to authorize construction of a modern navy. 299/2/3


a. Desires of business leaders


b. Anglo-Saxonism

c. Growing European imperialism

