Name: _________________________________________ Date: _______Period______

Unit: Becoming A World Power, 1872-1916 Chapter 4 Section 2 Reading Study Guide


Language Objectives: Students will answer each question in complete sentences using the academic language. 

The coming of War

Copy the Main Idea

1. Give two examples of how Cuba and the US had become economically linked by the early 1890’s. 301/2/4

2. When Jose Marti’s Cuban rebels launched an uprising against their Spanish colonial masters in 1895, what is one philosophical reason that much of the American public openly supported the rebels? 302/1/2

3. Describe what led most Americans to support the rebels, and identify the two newspaper publishers most responsible for what came to be known as “yellow journalism.” 302/1/3

4. Whose harsh policies that caused to Cuban people to suffer horribly earned him the nickname of “The Butcher” (El Carnicero)? 302/2/1

5. Why did the Cuban rebels use guerrilla tactics which resulted in the destruction of railroads and plantations that were partially owned by American businesses? 302/2/2

6. What did General Weyler do to prevent Cuban villagers from helping the rebels? 302/2/3

7. How did news reports of Weyler’s actions affect American public opinion? 302/2/3

8. How did the nation respond to the “De Lome Letter,” which the Spanish ambassador to the US wrote derogatory comments about Pres. McKinley which were published in American newspapers? 303/1/Top

9. What happened to the battleship Maine, which McKinley had sent to Cuban in case Americans had to be evacuated, and whom did the press blame? 303/1/1

10. What slogan was used by protesters, who thought McKinley should immediately declare war against Spain? 303/1/1

11. Define “jingoism.” 303/1/2

12. What did many members of McKinley’s own Republican party fear might happen if McKinley did not ask Congress to declare war on Spain? 303/1/2

13. How did Spain respond when the US Congress declared Cuba independent, and demanded Spain withdraw from the island? 303/1/3

A War on Two Fronts

Copy the Main Idea
14. When war broke out with Spain over Cuba, why was the US Navy ordered to attack the Philippines? 303/2/1

15. Who was Emilio Aguinaldo, and what did he do when the US attacked the Philippines? 303/2/4

16. Describe two ways the US forces treated Aguinaldo, which led to increased hostility between the Filipinos and Americans. 303/2/5

17. What killed more Americans during the Spanish American War than combat with Spanish forces? 303/2/6

18. Name the famous future American president who gained a national reputation as a war hero because of his exploits in Cuba with the “Rough Riders.” 304/1/2

19. What group of Americans made up approximately one-fourth of American troops in Cuba? 304/2/1

An American Empire is Born

Copy the Main Idea

20. Under the peace treaty with Spain, what happened to (a) Cuba, and (b) Guam and Puerto Rico? 305/1/1 to 305/2/Top

a. Cuba

b. Guam and Puerto Rico

21. What difficult choice did the US face regarding the Philippines (another Spanish colony which Spain would have to give up)? 305/1/Top

22. What three economic and military benefits would annexing the Philippines give the US. 305/2/1

a.

b.

c.

23. Copy the portion of the quote by a New England minister which reflects a racist attitude toward the Filipino people, by emphasizing that the Spanish war had been a “heroic effort” to bring positive benefits to “less civilized” people. 305/2/2

“It was a heroic effort to…

24. Why did industrialist Andrew Carnegie oppose annexation? 306/1/Top

25. Why did labor leader Samuel Gompers oppose annexation? 306/1/Top

26. Why did progressive reformers such as Jane Addams and author Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) oppose annexation? 306/1/Top

BY THE WAY, THE FAMOUS PEOPLE IN 23-25 WERE PART OF AN ORGANIZATION CALLED “THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST LEAGUE, WHICH OPPOSED THE US ACTING LIKE EUROPEANS AND ACQUIRING COLONIES.

27. According to the quote by Pres. McKinley explaining why he decided to annex the Philippines: 306/1/2

a. Why couldn’t we let Spain keep them?

b. Why couldn’t we let France or Germany get their hands on them?

c. Why couldn’t we leave them to themselves?

d. What would the US have to do for the Filipino people after we took over their islands?

28. What had the US become after the Senate ratified the Treaty of Paris in February of 1899, under which Cuba became an independent country, and the US acquired Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines as territories of the US? 306/2/1

29. What did Emilio Aguinaldo (the leader of the Filipino rebels who had fought against Spain, but now felt betrayed by the US annexation of his country) order the Filipino troops under his command to do? 306/2/2

30. How did the actions taken by the US military commander (father of WW11 hero Douglas MacArthur) mirror what the Spanish had done to put down the Cuban rebellion, and how was the effect on the Filipino civilian population similar to what happened to the Cubans? 306/2/3

31. What happened in March of 1901 which eventually led to the US consolidating its control over the islands by the summer of 1902. 306/1/5

32. When did the US finally give the Philippines its independence? Can you guess what international conflict had ended one year earlier, during which Filipino troops fought bravely with the Americans to defeat a common enemy? 307/1/Top

33. What two consequences did the Foraker Act, passed in 1900, have on the people of Puerto Rico 307/1/1

a.

b.

34. What important change happened regarding the status of Puerto Ricans in 1917, partially due to the fact the President Wilson was fighting World War 1 against Germany to “make the world safe for democracy”? 307/1/2

35. What are the three options regarding the status of Puerto Rico, and what is the status of Puerto Rico today? 307/1/2

36. Under the conditions of the Platt Amendment, imposed on Cuba by the US as a condition for allowing Cuba become an independent nation…307/2/2

a. What did Cuba have to allow the US to lease in Cuba? (We still have Guantanamo Bay.)

b. What would the US retain the right to do, for what reasons?

37. After the Cubans reluctantly added the Platt Amendment to their own constitution under pressure by the US military, what was Cuba’s effective status until President FDR got congress to repeal the Platt Amendment in 1934 as part of his new “Good Neighbor Policy?”

POSTSCRIPT: WHO SANK THE MAINE? Pages 308-309

38. There was a lack of evidence at the time regarding the cause of the explosion that sank the Maine. What did public officials and newspapers insist, that pressured Pres. McKinley to go to war? 308/Top

39. In 1976, US Admiral H.G. Rickover led a team of experts to examine all the evidence regarding the incident. What did these experts conclude was the most likely source of the explosion? 309/2/4

