
Chapter 6 Section 1  

World War I  

 Focus Questions:  

Describe at least three factors that lead to 

World War I.  

 Identify at least two reasons Americans and 

the Federal Government sided with the British 

and Allies.  

 Identify at least two factors that pushed 

America into World War I. 



Essential Question  

 

 Cornell Note EQ: In your opinion what 
should be the motivating factor that 
should lead countries to war?  

 



MANIA  

 Militarism - policy of building up a strong military 
to prepare for war (ARMS RACE) 

 Alliances – agreements between nations to 
provide aid and protect one another. 

• European powers formed rival alliances to protect 

themselves 

 Nationalism – extreme pride in one’s country 

 Imperialism – when one country takes over 
another country economically and politically. 

 Assassination – of Austrian Archduke Francis 
Ferdinand 

 

 



Militarism: Naval Race  

 Germany begins building a 

navy, which challenged 

Great Britain’s dominance 

at sea. 

 By the early 1900’s an arms 

race (weapons race) begins 

between Great Britain and 

Germany.  

 The Naval Race greatly 

increases tensions between 

Germany and Great Britain. 

 Great Britain decides to 

align themselves with 

Russia and France. (Triple 

Entente)  



Alliance System  

 1870 Germany forces France to give up territory 

along the German and French boarder. 

 Germany signed alliances with Italy and with 

Austria-Hungry in order to protect itself from France.  

 French respond by forming an alliance with Russia, 

who also opposed the Germans.  

 These actions were seen as aggressive move by each 

side, which further escalated the tension between 

France and Germany 

.  



Alliance System 

 



Nationalism  

 The French Revolution had spread 
nationalism throughout most of Europe 

 The idea that people with the same ethnic 
origins, language, and political ideals had 
the right to form sovereign states through 
the process of self-determination 

 
 

 



Nationalism: Balkan Crisis 

 Both the Ottoman and Austro-

Hungarian Empire’s were made 

up of many different nations. 

 As nationalism became a 

powerful force, many different 

national groups began to press 

for independence and self-

determination. 

 Several super powers supported 

many of the groups pushing for 

independence. (Russians 

supporting the Serbs)  



Imperialism 

 Virtually all the major powers were 
engaged in a scramble for empire to 
bolster their economies 

 The fiercest competition was between 
Britain and Germany and between France 
and Germany 

 Great Britain, Germany and France 
needed foreign markets after the increase 
in manufacturing caused by the Industrial 
Revolution.  

 



Imperialism  

 These countries competed for economic 
expansion in Africa.  

 Clash of France against Germany and 
Britain in North Africa 

 In the Middle East, the crumbling Ottoman 
Empire was alluring to Austria-Hungary, 
the Balkans and Russia.  

 



Assassination  

 Black Hand: Serbian nationalist 
group 

 The main objective of the Black 
Hand was the creation, by 
means of violence, of a Greater 
Serbia. 

 Austrian Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand was killed in Bosnia 
by a Serbian nationalist group 
called the Black Hand who 
believed that Bosnia should 
belong to Serbia. 
 

 



Americans take Sides  

 Many Americans did side with the Germans and 

Central Powers. 

 Yet, the majority of Americans along with the 

Federal Government sided with the British.  

 The country valued the heritage, language and 

political ideals they shared with Britain.  

 Others treasured America’s historic link with France, 

who sided with America during the Revolutionary 

War.    



America and Great Britain 

 Business from the East 

Coast had strong ties with 

businesses with the Allies. 

(France, Great Britain)  

 Banks were heavily invested 

in an Allied victory. Banks 

had over two billion dollars 

invested.  

 The countries prosperity 

rested on the hands of the 

Allies.  

 



U.S enters World War I 

 In 1915 the Germans 
declare unrestricted 
submarine warfare on any 
ships they found in the 
waters of Britain.  

 The goal was to prohibit 
materials such as food, 
military equipment, and 
other supplies that could 
help the allies win.  

 This announcement 
triggered outrage in the U.S. 

 

 

 The Germans use this tactic 
until 1917, shortly after the 
U.S declares war.  



Zimmermann Telegram 

 German official sends a 
telegram to Mexico. 

 The message urged Mexico to 
take sides with the Germans. 

 In return Mexico would re-
gain territories lost during the 
Mexican American War.  

 The attacks on American 
ships and the Zimmermann 
telegram pushed the U.S to 
declare war on Germany in 
1917.  

 


