
Theodore Roosevelt 

Land Conservation 
 • Why did Roosevelt see a reason 

to conserve the nations 

resources? 

• How did industrialization 

impact the environment during 

this period? 

• What actions does Roosevelt in 

his efforts to conserve the 

nations resources?  

• How does Roosevelt provide 

protection for consumers?  

 



Land Conservation 

• The 

cornerstone to 

his Domestic 

Policy. 



Reasons for Conservation 

• Government paid little attention to the 

nation’s natural resources in 1800’s. 

• Private interests bought up the 

shrinking wilderness. 

• Urban growth. 

• Population increase. 

• Immigration. 



Industrialization 

• Industrial waste dumped on land 

and in rivers. 

• Mining stripped the land. 

• Lumber companies over-logging 

affected flood control.  





Impact of Farming and 

Cattle Ranchers 

• Pioneer farmers clearing forests 

and plowing the prairies. 

• Overgrazing of cattle in the 

Great Plains. 



Roosevelt Takes Action 

• He alerted Americans that our 

resource supply was not endless. 

• Roosevelt influenced by naturalists 

John Muir and Gifford Pinchot. 



Government Action  

Conservation and Consumer Protection  

• New Lands Reclamation Act: authorized the use of Federal funds from public 

land sales to be applied for irrigation and land development projects. Making 

the fedral government responsible for the large scale transformation of the 

West’s landscape and economy.  

• United States forest service: drew up regulations controlling lumbering on 

federal lands. The regulations allowed Roosevelt to quadruple his land 

conservation efforts. 

Consumer Protection 

• Meat inspection act: required federal inspection of meat sold through interstate 

commerce and required the Agriculture Department to set standards of 

cleanliness in meatpacking plants. 

• The Pure Food and Drug Act prohibited the manufacture, sale, or shipment of 

impure or falsely labeled food and drugs. 



His Accomplishments 

• 150 National Forests. 

• 51 Federal Bird Reservations. 

• 4 National Game Reserves. 

• 5 National Parks. 

• 18 National Monuments. 

• 24 Reclamation Projects. 

• 7 Conservation Conferences and 
Commissions. 



• He fought unsuccessfully to make 
the Grand Canyon a N.P. 

• He did protect it by declaring it a 
National Monument. 

• It will become a N.P. in 1919 after 
Roosevelt was president. 



Antiquities Act 1906 

• The first law to establish that archeological 

sites on public lands are important public 

resources. 

• Obligates federal agencies that manage the 

public lands to preserve for present and 

future generations the historic, scientific, 

commemorative, and cultural values of the 

archaeological and historic site and 

structures on these lands. 



continued 

• Authorizes the President to protect 

landmarks, structures, and objects of 

historic or scientific interest by 

designating them as National 

Monuments. 



Roosevelt’s Legacy  

• Changed the role of the federal government 

and the nature of the presidency. 

• Americans began to look to the federal 

government to solve the nations economic 

and social problems.  

• Under Roosevelt the executive branch of 

government had dramatically increased its 

power.  


