
Chapter 1 Section 1 
Ancient Mesopotamia  
 



Focus Questions #1 
What is at the core of the Code of Hammurabi? What is the only 
thing the code took into consideration?  

Why is it safe to say that Egyptian society can be classified as 
sophisticated?  

Why do you think that the Caste System continues to be part of 
India’s society despite the governments efforts?  

What is Buddhism, and Confucianism? What major principles do 
they emphasis?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mesopotamia  

• Mesopotamia is an area between 
the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 

• Sumerians were one of the first 
civilizations to  established city-
states in this area. 

• This area provided many essential 
resources that sustained life.  

• This area was home to some of 
the first civilizations in China, 
Egypt,  and India.   

 



Sumerian Civilization  
Civilization is defined as a complex culture in which large 
numbers of people share basic elements, such as a social structure, 
religion and art. 

City-States controlled the surrounding countryside, which formed 
some of the first cultures.  

Sumerians in these city-states fought over resources. The flatness of 
Mesopotamia made this area vulnerable to invaders.  

Eventually in 1792, The Empire of Hammurabi took power. Based 
out of Babylon Hammurabi was able to unite the city-states under 
his rule.  



“The Sun of Babylon” 
Hammurabi himself was a great 
warrior. 

Had a well disciplined army of 
foot soldiers.  

He was able to divide and 
conquer his opponents.  

He built temples, defensive walls, 
irrigation canals, and he 
encouraged economic trade, 
which brought an economic 
revival.  

 



The Code of Hammurabi  

• Was a set of laws which was based 
on strict justice. (Eye for an Eye) 

• Hammurabi wanted to keep order 
and prevent conflict. Punishment 
was severe and took no account 
for motive or accidental 
circumstances.  

• Retaliation was a key part of the 
law.  

• Punishment was different 
depending on social hierarchy.  

 



Egypt  

Egypt is located along the 
rich banks of the Nile River, 
where this civilization 
flourished.  

The divinity of the pharaoh 
and religious belief in 
government contributed to 
the long life of Egyptian 
civilization.  

 

 



Egyptian Civilization  

• Egyptian civilization can be 
separated in three distinct 
kingdoms in time: Old, Middle, 
and New.  

• Each kingdom was a separate 
rise in Egyptian civilization and 
there were periods of decline 
between each kingdom.   

 

 

 



Egyptian Society  

Was very sophisticated, they had irrigation 
systems in place, kept records, built 
pyramids, temples, and defense areas. 

These people depended on the Nile River 
to flood in order to sustain life in this 
area.  

Pharaoh was the ruler of this empire. His 
Kingship was believed to be divine.   

As a result Pharaoh was considered as 
equal to other deities.  



Israelites  

The banks of the Jordan River 
provided nourishment for the 
Israelites, the founders of the 
Kingdom of Israel.  

After being enslaved by the 
Egyptians, the Israelites were 
led out of Egypt by Moses. 
(Exodus)  

 

 



Israelites  

Unlike the Sumerians 
and Egyptians, who 
worshipped many gods, 
the Israelites were 
monotheistic.  

From these people, the 
key beliefs of Judaism 
developed, a pillar of 
Western civilization. 

 

            Monotheism= 

                      One 

 

 

 

                      Polytheims= 

                         Many 



India and Hinduism 
Hinduism became a conservative 
force in Indian society that has 
lasted to this day.  

Hinduism is often referred to as 
Sanātana Dharma by its 
practitioners, a Sanskrit phrase 
meaning “the eternal law.” 

Hinduism is often stated to be the 
oldest religious tradition, and is the 
world's third largest religion.  

This Indus Valley civilization began 
around 2,500 b.c.e. 

 

 

 



Indian Society  

• Society faced discrimination based on skin color.  

• A Caste System was established, which provided social order.  

• Very similar to a social orders found in other places of the world, the 
difference is that Hinduism is linked closely to it. 

• The “Untouchables” were considered polluted and were part of the 
lowest level in the Caste System. (You couldn’t even touch them.)  

• Today some variations continue to be part of India’s society and the 
government has tried to end the Caste System, but some rural areas 
continue to practice the traditional system.  

 

 



Buddhism 

Was also a product of India’s 
society. It was created by 
Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) in 
the late 500’s.  

Buddha was no god, no angel nor 
saint. He claimed to be “awake.” 
Being awake helped him see the 
world in a different way.  

He had a simple message, he 
encouraged people to find wisdom.  

 

 

 



China and Confucius 

• Confucianism is an 
ancient Chinese ethical 
and philosophical 
system 

• Originally developed 
from the teachings of 
the early Chinese 
philosopher Confucius.  

 

 



Confucianism 

Confucianism focuses on human morality and good 
deeds.  

Confucianism is a complex system of moral, social, 
political, philosophical, and quasi-religious thought.  

It has influences much of Southeast Asia and been 
mixed into other systems like Daoism and Shinto 
thought.  

 


