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Why Study History: Understanding history is the key to understanding the world around us. All explanations for today’s events – whether they are wars, election outcomes, social problems, or new movements – can all be found in the past. In this sense, history is more than just learning facts from long ago. What history really does is shed light on the present and the issues we face today.  
US History Course Description: 
This U.S. History course is designed to provide a survey of America from the Gilded Age, in the decades following the Civil War, to the present.  The course will introduce major social, political, economic, and cultural events and address how those events affected the development of American society.  A strong focus will be placed on recognizing and understanding our national founding principles and values and determining when and how we as a nation and as individuals adhere to, or stray from those values and principles. The problems that existed in the past are still prevalent today, and by studying the past, students will begin to understand the challenges of the future. Students will actively engage in discussions and writing activities exploring controversies, moral dilemmas, and current events in order to develop singular informed arguments. This course will maintain the objectives set forth by the California and Common Core standards.
Objectives for our class: 

1)  Students will learn history in a meaningful way that will enable them to make connections between historical events and current social, economic and political developments. 

2)  Students will gain an understanding of their American identity. 

3) Students will gain the knowledge to make informed decisions as participants and future leaders of the United States.
About Mr. Aparicio: I’m very excited to have your student in my class this year. For the last eleven years I’ve worked as Teacher for the Palm Springs Unified School District. I hold a B.A in History from Cal State San Marcos and a graduate degree from Azusa Pacific University. As an educator I believe in educating the whole learner. Along with the state standards your students will be learning both social and communication skills by working in small teams. In these teams they will learn how to work together, use technology, research and other very important skills that will benefit them as they peruse education further down the road. If you have any questions prior to that please feel free to e-mail me at aaparicio@psusd.us or you can call the school at 760-202-6455 x369
     Class Materials:

1)  The American Vision: Modern Times, National Geographic. The McGraw Hill Companies, 2006   

2) Color Pencils

3) Spiral note book for notes. (college)

4) Chromebook

GOOGLE Platform:
Students may be required to complete classwork on their Google Classroom account. All students at RMHS now have access to an individual. Students are responsible for bringing their Chromebooks every day. Participation points could be lost if student does not have a Chromebook.
  Class Rules:
1. Show respect at all times for each other and the teacher. 

2. Come to class on time and prepared with class materials.
3. Students must be in their seats when the bell rings.
Consequences: 
       1) Verbal warning.

       2) Student loses bonus points/participation points 

       3) Student teacher conference

       4) Parent notice 
       5) Referral to the office

CLASS DISCUSSION/CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
Classroom discussion in this course will be a frequent occurrence, and as such, students are expected to use proper discussion behavior: 
▪ Discussions are not arguments. Treat your peers and their opinions with respect.
▪ Do not use language that attacks somebody for an individual’s ethnicity, physical appearance, gender, or sexual orientation—or, for that matter, any reason at all. 
▪ Remember that while you have freedom of speech, so do the rest of your peers. Allow others to participate as well.
▪ Relevant controversial issues will be discussed throughout the semester. It is important to remember that there will be differing opinions. The purpose of discussing controversial issues is to allow you to see both sides of an issue and for you to make up your own mind. If a topic is being discussed that makes you uncomfortable, please let me know. 
▪ It is encouraged that students share their opinions on controversial issues. It is important to hear differing opinions, whether that opinion comes from your peers, teachers, politicians, parents, or anyone else. Information allows you to form opinions on issues, which is part of your responsibilities as a citizen!
Technology Rules: I understand the need for items such as cell phones and I-pods, with that said the following rules are expected to be followed by all students in this classroom. 
 1) No cell phones or I-pods during lectures, discussion, quizzes, test or group activities. 

 2) No cell phones or I-pods during presentations or classroom films. 

 3) Cell phones and I-pods may permitted only during individual time given to work.
 4) After test only I-pods are permitted. No cell phone until everyone has completed the test and if    there is time. 

Grades:  will be based on ALL of the following areas:
1) Tests/Exams (30%): No make ups. Bonus points can be added to improve overall grade on a test. 
2) Homework (15%): Students have two days to complete homework for full credit. No late homework, late homework will not be accepted. 
3) Class Assignments (25%): are required to be done in class. You can not make up class work if you were present and decided not to do the assignment. Only students who were absent can make up class work. 
4) Attendance and Class Participation (5%): Students receive points for being in class and on time. Participation points can also be taken away for unexcused tardies and unexcused absents.  
5) Projects (25%) Students must meet progress checks and project deadlines. No late projects. 
Bonus Points (Extra Credit): Are given at the teachers discretion 
How to get them: the following are examples; extra assignments, Sub. days, turning in homework early, participation in discussions, answering questions, doing well on test, extra questions on test and on projects. 

How to use them: Homework, test, quizzes, projects and finals. 

How to lose them: Tardies, not following class rules or technology rules and cheating. For Tardies students lose 5pts, not following rules is a lost of 10pts and cheating is an automatic fail. Not having Chromebook in class
*Students who have 400 bonus points and at least a “C” at the end of either semester can decide to opt out of the final. Students with an “A” at the end of either semester will be excused from the final.  

* Grading Scale:  90-100% A-, A     80-89% B-, B     70-79% C-, C     60-69% D-, D     Below 59% F
Name:_______________________________________(Please Print Name Clearly)

Period:___________________

Student Verification and Comments

I have read and understand the course syllabus. I will work toward accomplishing Mr. Aparicio’s objectives. 

___________________________________                                        ____________________

(Student Signature) 






 (Date) 

Parent/Guardian Verification and Comments 

I have reviewed the course syllabus with my son/daughter. 

___________________________________                                        ____________________
(Parent Signature) 






 (Date) 

Use this section for any additional comments or questions, please leave a phone number or email address and I will get back to you. Thanks you. 
