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Focus Questions #11 

• Describe the Industrial Revolution.  

• What two major resources did Britain have, 
which allowed it to move towards 
industrialization? 

• List three factors that allowed industrialization to 
occur.  

• Why is technology important to 
industrialization?  

• What are some of the social changes that 
industrialization provides Britain with?  

 

 

 



The Industrial Revolution  

• The Industrial Revolution 
were the years between 
1750 and 1850 that 
transformed the way 
people lived and worked.  
Before industrialization, 
most people were farmers 
or worked on the land.  
After 1750, most people 
began to live and work in 
cities. 

 



Contributing Factors  

• Raw Materials: 

 

• During the Industrial Revolution, Great Britain had abundant 
supplies of two crucial natural resources:  coal and iron.  Along 
with a positive business climate that encouraged 
entrepreneurs and inventors, the British led the world in 
economic and military matters.  

 



Contributing Factors  

• New Technology: 

• The Spinning Mule 

• In 1779, British engineer Samuel Crompton improved on the 
Spinning Jenny and created The Spinning Mule.  It produced even 
finer, stronger threads in a variety of styles; helping to create a 
demand for new clothes and textiles. 

• The Spinning Jenny 

• In 1764, British engineer James Hargreaves invented the Spinning 
Jenny.  It could spin many threads at the same time, thus greatly 
increasing textile output from cotton and wool. 

• The Steam Ship: 

• In 1807, American inventor Robert Fulton used Watt’s steam engine 
on a ship.  His first steamship, the Claremont could cruise at five 
miles per hour.  As technology improved, the Steamship 
revolutionized transportation at sea. 

 



Contributing Factors 

• New Industries: 
• The Steal Industry  
• In 1709, British inventor Abraham Darby used coal instead of wood 

for smelting iron, that is, separating iron from its ore.  His 
experiments allowed industry to produce better-quality iron and 
brass for bridges and buildings. 

• Textile Industry 
• The industrial revolution first took hold in the textile industry.  It led 

to urbanization and demand for workers in factories.  These 
factories mostly hired women and children, so owners could pay 
them less. 

• Factories:  
• A Factory is a place where workers and machines are brought 

together to produce goods, commodities and other products.  A 
factory can cheaply and efficiently produce goods at a much lower 
cost. 
 



Contributing Factors  

• Entrepreneurs  

• Individuals with capital who are willing to take risk and invest.  

• Capital 

• Money available for investments.  

• Population Growth  

• Grow in population created new consumers willing to buy and 
sale.  



Social Impact  

• Enclosure  

• The process of taking over and fencing off public lands then and 
distributing it to peasant farmers.  When farmers gained title to their 
own land, they increased agricultural production and crop output. 

• Child Labor 

• During the Industrial Revolution, many employers preferred to hire 
children, particularly orphans to work long days in very dangerous 
conditions for a minimum of money.  For many years, there were no 
laws against the employment of children. 

• The Proletariat 

• The Proletariat are the working class people such as those who work 
in factories.  During the 1800s, it was not unusual for a laborer to 
work seven days a week, sixteen hours a day at very low, almost 
slave wages. 

 



New Innovations  

• Urbanization 

• Urbanization is the movement of people from rural areas to cities.  
As populations within booming cities increased, problems with 
crime, sanitation and housing became intolerable for the working 
classes.  

• Agriculture Revolution 

• In the 1700s, new methods of farming such as enclosure, new 
fertilizers, crop rotation and new technology allowed farmers to 
produce more food or an Agricultural Revolution.   It led to an 
increase in the population. 

• Crop Rotation  

• Crop Rotation was encouraged by British farmer Charles Townshend.  
In order to not exhaust the soil, he urged farmers to grow turnips 
and other crops instead of the same food every year.  This 
replenished the soil with nutrients, greatly increasing crop yields.  

 



Transportation  

• The Steam Engine 

• In 1765, Scottish Inventor James Watt improved on an earlier design 
and created the Steam Engine, which provided power for the 
Industrial Revolution.  It led to the factory system, early assembly 
lines, rapidly growing production, as well as applications in 
transportation and energy production.  

• The Railroad 

• Cut transportation time dramatically, connected people to each 
other and other places. Provided industries reliable transportation 
for goods and services.  

• The Steamship 

• In 1807, American inventor Robert Fulton used Watt’s steam engine 
on a ship.  His first steamship, the Claremont could cruise at five 
miles per hour.  As technology improved, the Steamship 
revolutionized transportation at sea. 


